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David Hilbert once said that:

a math theory should not
be considered perfect until
It could be explained
clearly to the first man one
met In the street.

SFHR BB

Hilbert's successors have generally
despaired of living up to this standard.
As mathematics becomes more
specialized it is difficult for a mathe-
matician to describe, even to his col-
leagues, the nature of the problems he
studies. From time to time, however,
research on an advanced and inacces-
sible mathematical topic leads to a dis-
covery that is intuitively attractive and
can be explained without
oversimplification. A striking example
Is Stephen Smale's theorem
concerning regular homotopy of the 2-
sphere in 3-space.
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